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ing by took no action. Why did they not shed his blood? If they
had not the courage for that, why did they not make a general
rush and surround him? It is difficult to believe that among
those present in the palace there was no one who was loyal.
Apparently, there was a divine design behind the whole affair.
In short, His Majesty was awakened by the dreadful clamour
and called for explanation. As none of the women knew of the
affair, he put his head outside of the palace wall and asked
what was the matter. Rafiq, a rnuhasib, who was one of the old
servants of the palace, mentioned the facts. When His Majesty
heard the horrible tale, he was amazed and made further in-
quiries. Rafiq pointed to the blood-stained corpse and repeated
his statement. When His Majesty saw the body, he became in-
dignant. From a divine inspiration, he did not come out by
the door where Adham was standing and mediating evil, but by
another way. As he was coming out, an attendant handed him the
royal scimitar. His Majesty took the scimitar and went on. When
he had passed over one side of the terrace and had turned in-
to another, he saw that villain, and there issued from his holy
lips the words 'son of a fool, why have you killed our Ataka'?At
this, Adham had the audacity to seize His Majesty's hands and
to say 'Inquire, and do not prejudge.9
At last His Majesty freed them from the grasp of that wicked
one, and struck him such a blow on the face with his fist that
wicked monster fell down unconscious.
Farhat Khan and Sangram Husnak were present. His Majesty
angrily said to them, 'Why do you stand gasping there? Bind
this madman.' They two and a [number of others obeyed the
order and bound him. His Majesty gave order that the fellow
should be flung headlong from the top of the terrace. The
order was duly carried but Adham remained half-alive. The
order was given to bring him up again. They dragged him up
by the hair and in accordance with the orders flung him down
headlong again. Adham's neck was broken. In this way that
blood-thirsty profligate underwent retribution for his actions.
In bis description of the outrage, Abul Fazl has asked some perti-
nent questions: Why did not the dignitaries assembled in the hall
the guards in the palace take any action against Adham